WHITEWATER KAYAKING & CANOEING

city. @You really have to know what you're
doing in that part of the race,° says John.

This leads to some steep inclines and
rapids before the ®nish line. But, what's
interesting about this race is the hardest
part of the course is actually after the ®n-
ish line, since many paddlers have ended
up in the icy waters as they maneuver the
Class II-lll rapids near the Hudson River.

Luckily, there are always attentive
emergency rescue workers on hand. With
the above-average accumulations of snow
this season, the club is expecting some
fast water for the race. Volunteers with the
Tenandeho Canoe Association will follow
the creek during the weekends prior to the
event to clean the fallen trees and limbs
from the ice storm in December.

The race was founded by the Rotary
Club in 1973. After three years, they decid-
ed not to organize the derby anymore and
a small group of men banded together to
form the Tenandeho Canoe Association.
3t was at this point that a group of pad-
dlers formed the association to keep the
event alive,° said John.

Through the years, the derby has also
featured slalom competitions, a kids' race,
a triathlon, and the popular 2anything-
that- oatsC race. The anything-that- oats
category was revived last year and the City
of Mechanicville plans to sponsor it again
this year. Entries have included gigantic

JIM ERNST, MIKE HEWITT, JOHN CASEY,
AND BOB AND PATTY MORRIS AT THE

TENANDEHO WHITEWATER DERBY IN 2008.
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Danielle Sanzone (dmsanzOl@gmail.
com) is a reporter with The Record in Troy.
A graduate of St. Lawrence University,
she recently worked at The Jewish World
newspaper in Albany. She is an aspiring
Adirondack 46er.
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