
THE KAYAKER’S ANNOTATED GUIDE

Etching of  a party crossing a carry, by Charles E. Whitehead, who visited 
the Philosophers’ Camp in August 1858. From Frank Leslie’s Illustrated 
Newspaper,  November 13, 1858.

Geographic 
Feature Related Passage 

A. Saranac 
Lake

                                      “...At Martin’s Beach
We chose our boats; each man a boat and guide,--
Ten men, ten guides, our company all told.”

Emerson in “The Adirondacs”

B. Lower 
Saranac Lake

“…we swept with oars the Saranac,
With skies of  benediction,...”

Emerson in “The Adirondacs”

C. Saranac 
River

“We went up the Saranac Lake, six miles then by the Saranac River to 
Round Lake...”

Emerson in “The Adirondacs”

D. Middle
Saranac Lake

(“Round 
Lake”)

                                    “... to Round Lake,
Where all the sacred mountains drew around us,
Tahawus, Seaward, MacIntyre, Baldhead,
And other Titans without muse or name.
Pleased with these grand companions, we glide on,
Instead of  flowers, crowned with a wreath of  hills.

Emerson in “The Adirondacs”

E. Barlett’s 
Carry

“We went....across that [Round Lake] three miles, then by Saranac River 
again, then across a ‘carry’ where we leave our boats, walk a quarter of  
a mile, and the guides carry the boats and the luggage, round some falls 
to Upper Saranac Lake...”

Hoar to wife, Saratoga, August 15, 1858, 
in Ebenezer Rockwood Hoar: A Memoir

F. Upper 
Saranac Lake

We made our distance wider, boat from boat,
As each would hear the oracle alone.
By the bright morn the gay flotilla slid
Through files of  flags that gleamed like bayonets,
Through gold-moth-haunted beds of  pickerel-flower,
Through scented banks of  lilies white and gold,
Where the deer feeds at night, the teal by day,
On through the Upper Saranac, 

Emerson in “The Adirondacs”

G. Indian 
Carry

“We went...three miles across the lower end of  that [Upper Saranac 
Lake] to the ‘Indian Carry,’ mile long to the log house of  Stephen 
Martin, where we took supper and lodging, the latter consisting of  the 
floor of  the attic.”

Hoar to wife, Saratoga, August 15, 1858, 
in Ebenezer Rockwood Hoar: A Memoir

H. Stony 
Creek Ponds

(“Spectacle 
Ponds”)

“The drenching day of  arrival, the night of  discomfort at the hut on 
the ‘carry,’ and the ‘carry’ itself, the journey through the ‘Spectacle 
Ponds,’ a curious and most picturesque part of  the second day, with 
the row down the charming stream that forms the waterway to the Ra-
quette proper-all are dismissed as useless detail [in Emerson’s poem].”

Stillman, in The Century Magazine, August 1893

to

The Philosophers’ 

Camp

Geographic 
Feature Related Passage

I. Raquette 
River

“we made the unique and fascinating journey down the Raquette Riv-
er together; Agassiz taking his place in my boat, each other member of  
the party having his own guide and boat.”

Stillman  in The Autobiography of  a Journalist

J. Follensby 
Pond Outlet

“a deep mysterious stream meandering through unbroken forests, 
walled up on either side in green shade, the trees of  centuries leaning 
over to welcome and shelter the voyager.” 

Stillman in The Autobiography of  a Journalist

K. Follensby 
Pond*

“Northward the length of  Follansbee we rowed,
Under low mountains, whose unbroken ridge
Ponderous with beechen forest sloped the shore.
....All day we swept the lake, searched every cove,
North from Camp Maple, south to Osprey Bay”

Emerson in “The Adirondacks”

L. Big Tupper 
Lake

“With a vermilion pencil mark the day
When of  our little fleet three cruising skiffs
Entering Big Tupper, bound for the foaming Falls
Of  loud Bog River, suddenly confront
Two of  our mates returning with swift oars.

Emerson in “The Adirondacs”
* PRIVATE PROPERTY. Not open to the public. Camp Maple is at Follensby’s south 
end and Osprey Bay at its north end. In his Adirondack journal, Emersaon, said, “It soon 
comes out in the woods whether you know where north is.”

“As the water is poured out lavishly to fill all the hollows of those mountains, making an endless chain 
of lakes, so is beauty poured out profusely.” 

So Ralph Waldo Emerson wrote in the journal he kept while at the Philosophers’ Camp at Follensby Pond in August 1858. In the mid-19th century, rowing 
was the primary means of  transportation in the central Adirondacks. Each member of  the camp hired a guide with a boat, with exception of  the party’s 
“captain,” William James Stillman, who had his own boat and was to serve as the guide of  the world-famous Harvard scientist Louis Agassiz. Listed below 
are the places to where Emerson and his friends rowed (with the help of  guides), along with passages from essential writings about the Philosophers’ Camp 
by Emerson, Stillman and the Concord lawyer Ebenezer Rockwood Hoar.

Co
rn

el
l U

ni
ve

rs
ity

 P
re

ss
, 2

01
5


